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Areas of Concentration 

Beatrice Hamza Bassey is a litigation partner in the New York office 
of Hughes Hubbard where her practice focuses on complex 
litigation and Ethics and Compliance counseling.  She has litigated 
many newsworthy and notable cases on behalf of clients in state 
and federal courts.  Her expertise also includes counseling clients 
on the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA), conducting training 
programs, internal investigations and due diligence, as well as 
assisting clients with development of compliance programs in 
connection with their businesses in the US and in countries all over 
the world.

Ms. Hamza Bassey is a graduate of the prestigious David 
Rockefeller Fellow Program of the Partnership for the City of New 
York.  She served as President of the Nigerian Lawyers Association 
and chaired the Board of Directors of the organization for three 
years.  She serves on the Judiciary Committee, and is a past 
Secretary of the Litigation Committee of the Association of the Bar of 
the City of New York, and also previously served on the New York 
City Bar's Committee to Enhance Diversity in the Profession.  She 
was an active participant in the development of the City Bar's 
Statement of Diversity Principles adopted by law firms and 
corporations in the U.S.  She is a member of the invitation-only 
International Association of Defense Lawyers.  She is a member of 
the International Institute for Conflict Prevention & Resolution 
Arbitration Committee and serves on the Anticorruption Committee 
of the International Bar Association and the Ethics Committee of the 
Defense Research Institute.  She is a member of the Board of 
Directors and Executive Committee of the Nigerian Higher 
Education Foundation, a not-for-profit established by the John D. 
and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation to promote excellence in 
higher education in Nigeria.  She also serves on the Editorial Board 
of The Nigerian Business Journal.  She also mentors law students 
and aspiring lawyers.  

Ms. Hamza Bassey was profiled in the cover page story of The 
Network Journal magazine as one of the black “Attorneys at the 
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University of Maiduguri, Nigeria, LL.B., 

1994, Honors;  Distinction; Dean’s 
Prize; Moot Court Competition 
Winner, 1993; President, Law 
Students Association, 1992-94; 
Chairperson, Students Union, 
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Honors; Sir Darnley Alexander Prize; 
Chief Ernest Shonekan Prize and 
FRA Williams Prize 

Harvard Law School, LL.M., 1998 
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New York, 1999 
Nigeria, 1995 

Language Expertise 
Hausa 



Top,” in the November 2011 issue.  Ms. Hamza Bassey received the 
Legal Aid Society’s 2010 Pro bono Publico award for providing 
exceptional legal services to low-income New Yorkers.  She was 
honored with the Nigeria Diaspora Prize for the Most Outstanding 
Nigerian lawyer in the Diaspora at Empowered Newswire’s 2010 
commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of Nigeria’s 
independence.  In 2003, Ms. Hamza Bassey was selected by The 
Network Journal to receive its " 40 under Forty" Award.  The Network 
Journal recognition event profiles 40 individuals, all under the age 
of 40, who have achieved significant levels of success in their 
careers and made substantial contributions to their communities.  
In addition, Ms. Hamza Bassey has received recognition for her 
work as chair of Hughes Hubbard's Associate Task Force on 
Diversity. Under her leadership, the firm was ranked #1 in diversity 
among the nation's top 100 law firms by Multicultural Law magazine 
in 2006 and rated higher than any other New York law firm in 
providing opportunities to women, in a Harvard Law study.

Areas of Concentration 

■ Ethics and Compliance with emphasis on Foreign Corrupt 
Practices Act (FCPA) counseling 

■ Complex Litigation with emphasis on class actions, product 
liability, and multidistrict securities litigation 

■ International Litigation 

Court Admissions 

■ U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Second Circuit 

■ U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York 

■ U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of New York 

Professional Activities 

■ Member, International Association of Defense Counsel (IADC). 

■ Member, Defense Research Institute (Ethics Committee). 

■ Member, International Institute for Conflict Prevention & 
Resolution Arbitration Committee. 

■ Director, McArthur Foundation’s Nigeria Higher Education 
Foundation. 

■ Member, American Bar Association. 

■ Member, International Bar Association (Anti-corruption 
Committee, Litigation Committee). 

■ President, Nigerian Lawyers Association (2001-2002); Chair of 
the Board of Directors (2005-2008). 
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■ Member, Association of the Bar of the City of New York 
(Judiciary Committee 2009—to present; Secretary, Litigation 
Committee, 2004–2007; Committee to Enhance Diversity in the 
Profession, 2001—2006.    

■ Member, Nigerian Bar Association. 

■ Member, Harvard Alumni Association

Recognitions/News & Print 

■ “Attorneys at the Top,” The Network Journal Magazine, 
November 2011. 

■ The Legal Aid Society 2010 Pro bono Publico Award, 
November 2010. 

■ Empowered Newswire's Nigeria Top 50 Award for the Most 
Outstanding Nigerian Lawyer in the Diaspora, October 2010. 

■ New York Daily News, “Building Violations Keep Slumlord Sam 
Suzuki Locked in Manhattan Detention Complex, or the 
Tombs,” July 7, 2010.  

■ NPR, "Bronx Landlord Jailed for Continued Housing 
Violations,” July 2, 2010.  

■ The Legal Aid Society Online, “Victory for Low Income Tenants: 
Defiant Landlord Ordered to Jail by Bronx Housing Court Judge 
Jerald R. Klein,” June 20, 2010.  

■ The Village Voice, “Worst Landlord' Sam Suzuki Slapped With 
Arrest Warrant by Housing Court Judge,” May 21, 2010.  

■ The New York Times, “Judge Loses Patience With a Bronx 
Landlord,” May 20, 2010.  

■ New York Law Journal, January 28, 2009. 

■ The Wall Street Journal, Who's News, Wednesday, February 6, 
2008 

■ Virtue Magazine, Cover story profile, 2008. 

■ The Guardian, profiled in news story, June 14, 2008. 

■ The Punch newspaper, June 3, 2008. 

■ Diversity & The Bar, Movers & Shakers, May/June 2008. 

■ Multicultural Law magazine, “Keeping Diversity a Real World 
Issue,” 2007.  

■ Multicultural Law magazine, “Diversity is in our DNA” Fall 2006  

■ This Day newspaper, Law Personality of the Week, August 23, 
2004. 
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■ The Network Journal, “40 Under Forty” achievement award 
presented at Columbia University, June 19, 2003 

■ Guardian News, January 8, 2002

Highlighted Matters

Selected FCPA Matters

■ Ongoing representation of an oil company in connection with 
activities in prts of Africa. 

■ Representation of multinational construction, engineering and 
oil services company with respect to internal investigations and 
FCPA advice regarding business activities in various parts of 
the world. 

■ Representation of major oil exploration and production 
company in connection with FCPA counseling related to 
business in Nigeria and other parts of West Africa, including in 
connection with a U.S. government inquiry. 

■ Representation of global developer and distributor of 
interactive entertainment software and hardware in connection 
with FCPA advice related to businesses in China; developed 
and conducted training programs for US employees. 

■ Training of corporate executives, including CEOs and COOs, in 
connection with business development activities in 
international locations. 

■ Training of government affairs employees in connection with 
business development activities. 

■ Representation of a NYSE-traded company in connection with 
compliance issues. 

■ Development of training modules for compliance officer to 
utilize for in-house training of employees.

Selected Litigation Matters 

■ Ongoing representation of the Trustee for the liquidation of 
Lehman Brothers Inc. in high stakes multibillion dollar claims 
litigation. 

■ Ongoing defense of a sovereign nation in litigation in the 
Southern District of New York. 

■ Ongoing representation of US companies in multibillion dollar 
litigation involving clinical trial in West Africa. 

■ Defense of a major pharmaceutical company in connection 
with multidistrict claims arising out of the use of a popular 
arthritis drug. 
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■ Ongoing representation of a major pharmaceutical company in 
international litigation arising from clinical trial. 

■ Ongoing defense of a leading U.S. pharmaceutical 
manufacturer in lawsuits involving the drug Diethylstilbestrol 
(DES). 

■ Ongoing representation of a major pharmaceutical company in 
litigation and related government and other investigations 
arising from use of cholesterol drug. 

■ Defense of a products manufacturer against claims by over 
1,300 current and former employees alleging exposure to 
harmful substances in a light bulb factory. 

■ Defense of a global engineering, construction and power 
generation equipment manufacturing company in claims 
arising out of the construction of a municipal incinerator. 

■ Defense of treated wood company in connection with 
nationwide class action claims arising out of wood treated with 
chromated copper arsenate. 

■ Defense of a premier accounting firm in connection with 
securities claims. 

■ Representation of a major performing rights organization in 
connection with music rights licensing and rate-setting 
litigation involving cable music industry, radio industry and 
commercial establishments.

Highlighted Publications

Selected Presentations

■ “Forum Shopping and Forum Selection - the Challenges and 
Opportunities” (presented at the International Bar Association’s 
Annual Conference, Dubai, November 1, 2011). 

■ “Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (“FCPA”):  Extraterritoriality & 
Enforcement in Sub-Saharan Africa” (presented at the C-5’s 
Forum on Anti-Corruption, Sub-Saharan Africa Edition, Cape 
Town, Republic of South Africa, Sept. 21, 2011). 

■ “Prosecuting and Judging Money Laundering 
Cases,” (presented at the World Bank Sponsored Program, 
Mahe, Seychelles, September 25—26, 2011).  

■ “Managing Risks in Today’s Global Anticorruption 
Environment—If It’s Tuesday, It Must Be Belgium: Tips on the 
Basics to have an Effective International Transaction 
(presented at the American Bar Association Annual 
Conference, San Francisco, August 6, 2010). 

■ “Simply Hectic —Strategies for Achieving Work-Life 
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Balance” (presented at the Corporate Counsel Women of 
Color Career Strategies Conference, New York, April 23, 2009). 

■ “Current Issues Involving Enforcement of FCPA and Other 
Anticorruption Initiatives” (presented at the International 
Association of Drilling Contractors, Houston, September 2008). 

■ “Red Flags and Personal Liability: The Evolving World of FCPA 
Compliance and Enforcement” (presented at the Managing 
Risks in the Face of Global Business Convergence 
Conference, Four Seasons Hotel, Houston, October 19, 2006). 

■ “Legal and Enforcement Issues Relating to Money Laundering, 
Advance Fee Fraud and Other Related Frauds” (presented at 
the International Conference on Financial Crimes, Sheraton 
New York Hotel, New York, September 17, 2002).
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