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[Hughes Hubbard’s] knack for picking the 
right-sized opportunities has helped boost 
its pro bono score by 8 percent since 2005, 
to a near-perfect score of 199 this year. In 
recent years, the firm has turned its focus 
to complex and larger-scale pro bono 
matters, such as representing a group of 
immigrant women in a federal class action 
that challenged the failure of city and 
state agencies to provide public benefits 
to eligible immigrants. The success of that 
action, which settled in 2007 and has cost 
Hughes Hubbard close to 8,000 hours to 
date, whet the firm’s appetite for larger 
matters. More recently, Hughes Hubbard 
represented 40 low-income tenants in a 
housing court action against the landlord 
of a Bronx building with more than 600 
housing code violations, a project that 
required close to 1,500 attorney hours in 
2010 alone. These larger projects haven’t 
been revolutionary. Hughes Hubbard has 
long asked attorneys to complete at least 
50 hours of pro bono service. But they 
made a difference in results. This year, the 
firm reported an average of 143 pro bono 
hours per lawyer, the third-highest average 
in The Am Law 200.



Hughes Hubbard offers real pro bono opportunities 
Trials

•	 The firm’s pro bono Criminal Trial program provides associates with opportunities to defend indigent 
clients in criminal cases assigned by the New York Supreme Court. Through the program, Hughes Hubbard 
has scored major victories on behalf of indigent clients charged in a number of felonies, including assault, 
robbery, possession of weapons, arson, and possession and sale of drugs. In 2010, two litigation associates 
conducted a full jury trial on behalf of a client facing four felony assault counts and obtained acquittal on all 
counts.

•	 As pro bono counsel to the City of New York in three separate trials in 2011, Hughes Hubbard’s litigators 
obtained jury verdicts in favor of the City and its police officers. In one of the cases, Hughes Hubbard 
associates represented an NYPD officer sued for $100 million dollars by a plaintiff claiming that the officer 
used excessive force in shooting the plaintiff. After a four-day trial in July 2011, the jury returned a complete 
defense verdict in favor of the Hughes Hubbard client.  

•	 Hughes Hubbard attorneys argued first impression pro bono appeals in the Second, Third and Ninth 
Circuits in the area of immigration rights. In the Second Circuit, Hughes Hubbard litigators had 
deportation orders vacated in two separate cases. One of these cases won the commendation of the Second 
Circuit and led to the lead counsel earning the 2011 New York State Bar Association President’s Pro Bono 
Service Award.

Large-Scale Matters

•	 The firm represented 40 low-income tenants in a housing court action against the landlord of a Bronx 
building with more than 600 housing code violations, a project that required close to 1,500 hours in 2010 
alone. The effort garnered the Legal Aid Society’s 2010 Pro Bono Publico Award and resulted in an arrest 
warrant for the landlord, which, as The New York Times noted, was “a rarity in housing court.”

Opportunities for Corporate Lawyers 

•	 We represent The New York City Investment Fund in investments in local enterprises  including 3rd Ward 
Holding LLC, a communal workspace located in Williamsburg, Brooklyn, which provides top-of-the-line 
creative resources to its members, including a wood and metal shop, photography studio, jewelry studio, 
media lab and all-encompassing educational programs.

•	 The firm represented the Second Avenue Business Alliance, Inc. (SABA), an organization of business owners 
located between 91st and 96th Streets on Second Avenue on the Upper East Side of Manhattan, whose 
businesses were affected by the construction of the new Second Avenue subway line. The organization was 
formed to raise funds through a variety of methods to support the affected businesses and to lobby on behalf 
of the neighborhood’s interests before the New York City council and New York State legislature. The firm 
drafted SABA’s bylaws and advised the organization on applying for tax-exempt status and other matters.
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