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The Criminal Trial Program (cont’d)

Hamza Bassey, Beatriz Biscardi, Allison Bowles, Lisa 
Cahill, Graham Campbell, Sarah Cave, Ken Chen, Kevin 
Clines, Daniel Doeschner, Marina Drapey, Hagit Elul, 
Savvas Foukas, Anson Frelinghuysen, Gabrielle Genauer, 
Ian Greber-Raines, Dara Gilwit Hammerman, Stephan 
Hornung, Sharad Khemani, Gustavo Laborde, David 
Liston, Edward Little, Joseph LoPiccolo, Andy Lupin, 
Gabrielle Marshall, Jason Masimore, John McGoey, Elise 
O’Connell, Nkasi Okafor, Patrick O’Gara, Neil Oxford, 

Jordan Pace, Betsy Pierce, John Poulos, Jon Pressment, 
Gaurav Reddy, Natasha Reed, Lauren Sable, Robert 
Sampson, William Sanchez, David Shanies, Liz Simson, 
Jenny Stapleton, Christine Stecura, Peter Sullivan, Maria 
Termini, Michael Tiger, Gabrielle Vazquez, Kate Vogel, 
Marc Weinstein, and Sean Young. Paralegals involved in 
the program include: Liz Braunstein, Christopher Perré, 
Sally Shinkel, and Owen Omoregie. 

Vicki Andreadis Sarah Copley Barrett Beatrice Hamza Bassey Beatriz Biscardi Allison Bowles Lisa Cahill

Graham Campbell Sarah Cave Ken Chen Kevin Clines Daniel Doeschner Marina Drapey

Stephan Hornung Sharad Khemani Gustavo Laborde David Liston Edward Little Joseph LoPiccolo

Hagit Elul Savvas Foukas Anson Frelinghuysen Gabrielle Genauer Ian Greber-Raines Dara Gilwit Hammerman
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Andy Lupin Gabrielle Marshall Jason Masimore John McGoey Elise O’Connell Nkasi Okafor

Liz Simson Jenny Stapleton Christine Stecura Peter Sullivan Maria Termini Michael Tiger

Gaurav Reddy Natasha Reed Lauren Sable Robert Sampson William Sanchez David Shanies

Patrick O’Gara Neil Oxford Jordan Pace Betsy Pierce John Poulos Jon Pressment

Gabrielle Vazquez Kate Vogel Marc Weinstein Sean Young

The Criminal Trial Program (cont’d)
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On May 15, the firm hosted a 
group of 35 Dutch law students at 
the request of Stibbe, a prominent 
Dutch law firm. The day started with 
a presentation by David Liston and 
Jason Masimore regarding the crim-
inal justice system in New York State, 
the value of pro bono legal services 
in general, and the Criminal Trial 
Program in particular. Afterwards, 
Liston, Masimore, Graham Camp-
bell, Robert Sampson, Neil Oxford, 
and Carl Mills took the group to 
meet with Judge Obus — who pre-
sides over most of the Criminal Trial 
Program cases — in his chambers 
and then to watch HHR’s teams 
in action in court. The group also 
watched two criminal trials, includ-
ing one in which a prosecutor cross-

examined a defendant and another 
in which a defense lawyer cross-ex-
amined a treating physician. The 
group then returned to the firm for 
presentations by Will Sanchez on 

international arbitration and Jan 
Joosten on differences between the 
Dutch and U.S. legal systems. 

Dutch Law Students

David Liston Jason Masimore Graham Campbell Robert Sampson

Neil Oxford Carl Mills Will Sanchez Jan Joosten

Hughes Hubbard helped pro bono 
client Education Française à New 
York (“EFNY”), which runs French-
language afterschool programs in 
New York City, secure 501(c)(3) 
status as a public charity.

The firm had less than three weeks 
to file the application with the IRS. 
As hoped, the IRS set the date of 
exemption as April 20, 2005, when 

the organization was founded. The 
firm also revised EFNY’s bylaws.

EFNY was referred to the firm 
by Lawyers’ Alliance. In addition 

to afterschool programs, the 
organization also manages bilingual 
programs in New York public schools 
and is in the process of opening 
bilingual schools.  There are 90,000 
French speakers in New York, 12,500 
of whom are children and teens, 
according to EFNY.

Jared Goodman represented EFNY 
with supervision from Ed Vidal. 

Education Française à New York

Jared Goodman Ed Vidal
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In December 2005, attorneys from Hughes Hubbard, the 
Legal Aid Society, and the New York Legal Assistance Group 
filed a class action lawsuit and motion for preliminary 
injunction against the city and state of New York alleging 
critical failures in the operation of New York’s public 
benefits system. These failures resulted in the denial of 
needed benefits to certain classes of noncitizen legal 
residents — primarily abused women and their children, 
victims of crimes, and applicants for asylum.

After a nine-day evidentiary 
hearing in the Southern 
District of New York, Judge 
Jed S. Rakoff issued a decision 
granting the motion for a 
preliminary injunction and 
certifying the proposed class. 
The decision largely adopted 
the proposed findings of 
fact and conclusions of law 
submitted by the plaintiffs. 
Judge Rakoff found that 
the plaintiffs made an 
“overwhelming showing” that 
the defendants’ employees had 
violated plaintiffs’ federal and 
state rights and that the defendants systemically denied 
the plaintiffs of the benefits to which they were entitled.

After entry of this order, the parties began settlement 
talks, and a settlement agreement, between the parties 
was signed on January 12, 2007. Under the terms of the 
settlement agreement the City and State have agreed 
to take remedial actions to address the shortcomings 
identified in the complaint and ruled on in the decision 
on the motion for the preliminary injunction and 
class certification. Additionally, the City and State are 
responsible for monitoring compliance with the order 

and have issued the first 
set of monitoring reports. 
Hughes Hubbard continues 
to represent the class by 
reviewing the monitoring 
reports and identifying 
unresolved problems in the 
way the City and State address 
public benefits cases for 
class members. Additionally, 
Hughes Hubbard represents 
individual class members in 
advocacy for their cases with 
the City public benefits offices 
and in fair hearings before 
the State agency.

The Hughes Hubbard team working on the case in 
2007 and 2008 consisted of attorneys Ronald Abramson, 
Russell Jacobs, Shawn McEnnis, and Betsy Pierce, and 
paralegals Zach Proulx and Ia Topuria. 

Ronald Abramson Russell Jacobs Shawn McEnnis Betsy Pierce

Hughes Hubbard Takes On Class Action

Judge Rakoff found that 
the plaintiffs made an 
“overwhelming showing” 
that the defendants’ 
employees had violated 
plaintiffs’ federal and 
state rights and that the 
defendants systemically 
denied the plaintiffs of 
the benefits to which they 
were entitled.
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Immigration authorities approved 
pro bono client Guadalupe Merino’s 
greencard application, culminating 
her 10-year struggle to become a 
legal permanent resident of the U.S.

Ms. Merino became eligible to file 
for her greencard in October of 
2007 thanks to Hughes Hubbard’s 
efforts in obtaining approval of 
her Violence Against Women Act 
(“VAWA”) self-petition, more than 
two years after the firm initially 
filed papers on her behalf. A VAWA 
self-petition allows the children or 
spouses of abusive U.S. citizens or 
lawful permanent residents to apply 
for permanent resident status on 
their own.

To be eligible for VAWA relief, the 
spouse or child must prove that they 
were physically battered or subject to 
extreme mental cruelty. Ms. Merino’s 
case was complicated by the fact that 
her former spouse mostly abused her 
mentally, which is difficult to prove. 
The firm submitted affidavits, paper 
evidence, and letters from the client’s 
counselors and psychologists in sup-
port of her petition. The government 
then issued a Request for Further 
Evidence and a Notice of Intent to 
Deny the petition; Hughes Hubbard 
responded by submitting supplemen-
tary affidavits and let-
ters. The firm proved 
that Merino was eli-
gible for relief and the 
government approved 
her application.

Sean Timney, Ana Velez, Christine 
Fitzgerald, and Elizabeth Simson 
filed Merino’s VAWA petition, 
supervised by Derek Adler. Ana 
Velez and Derek Adler filed 
Merino’s greencard application 
and appeared at her greencard 
adjustment interview. 

Sean Timney Ana Velez

Christine Fitzgerald Elizabeth Simson Derek Adler

Immigration Victory

After a nearly two-year legal battle, an 
Immigration Judge granted Adama 
Bah, a teenage pro bono client, asylum 
on the grounds that she would 
be persecuted — namely that she 
would be forced to undergo female 
genital mutilation (“FGM”) — if 
returned to her native Guinea. The 
Legal Aid Society referred Adama, 
now 19, to the firm in early 2006. 
She emigrated to the U.S. at the 
age of two, along with her parents, 
and has four younger, American-
born siblings. But in March 2005, 
the government detained her for 
approximately six weeks before 
initiating removal proceedings 
against her for overstaying her 
childhood visa. Her father, who was 
arrested with her, was eventually 

deported. The case has been widely 
reported, including in an October 
2006 article on the front page of The 
New York Times Metro section.

Over the course of two hearings — 
one in October 2006 and another in 
July 2007 — Hughes Hubbard argued 
that if Adama were deported she 
would almost certainly face genital 
mutilation — a brutal, sometimes 
fatal practice inflicted on up to 96% 
of women in Guinea according to 
the most recent data, including all 
of the women in Adama’s family in 
Guinea. To back up the assertion, 
the firm secured signed affidavits 
from five expert witnesses, including 
Rugiatu Turay, founder of the 
Amazonian Initiative Movement, a 

group seeking to campaign against 
FGM in Guinea and Sierra Leone; 
Dr. Morrisanda Kouyaté, the Director 
of Operations of the Inter-African 
Committee, an organization created 
to fight against FGM in African 
countries; Andrew Gordon, PhD, 
Associate Professor of Anthropology 
at the University of Houston; and 
Erin Kenny, PhD, an anthropologist 
specializing in kinship, gender, and 
return migration in Guinea, who 
also testified at the second hearing.

The government countered that 
genital mutilation was unlikely for 
Adama, asserting, among other 
things, that she is too old to be cir-
cumcised, that she could evade those 
who would try to circumcise her, and 

Victory in Asylum Case
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City Hall Park

The northern half of New York’s 
City Hall Park reopened following 
months of negotiations between 
Hughes Hubbard pro bono client 
Friends of City Hall Park and The 
New York City Parks Department. 
Derek Adler, Tom Rozner, and for-
mer summer associate Lee Hoch-
baum represented Friends of City 
Hall Park.

The 4.5-acre section of the park, 
which stretches north from City Hall 
and now boasts new landscaping 
and seating, is now open to the pub-
lic from 6 a.m. to 1 a.m. daily, except 
from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. week-
days and two Saturday mornings a 
month when it be will be used by 
The Ross Global Academy Charter 
School, which occupies a part of the 
adjacent Tweed Courthouse. “The 
reopening will provide…a welcome 
shortcut for many pedestrians,” The 
New York Times reported.

Former Mayor Rudolph Giuliani 
closed the northern swath for secu-
rity purposes after September 11. 
Despite repeated requests from 
Friends of City Hall Park, Mayor 
Bloomberg had also refused to 
reopen it. Talks began last year after 
Hughes Hubbard sent a letter to 
Mayor Bloomberg threatening to 
sue the City on the grounds that 
under state law a municipality is not 
permitted to eliminate public park-
land unless authorized by state legis-
lation. Finally, in February of 2008, 
Manhattan Parks Commissioner 
William Castro announced plans to 
reopen the park.

The firm continues to represent 
Friends of City Hall Park in nego-
tiations with New York City over 
the Department of Transporta-
tion’s decision to run a dedicated 
bike lane from the Brooklyn Bridge 
through the new pedestrian path. 
The newly redesigned section of 
park includes a paved path that 

runs between Broadway and Centre 
Street. On July 1, the city’s Depart-
ment of Transportation began, with 
little advance notice, to implement 
plans to turn this pedestrian path 
into a route for cyclists as a con-
necting artery between the Hudson 
River Greenway and the Brooklyn 
Bridge. Both Community Board 
1 and Friends of City Hall Park 
oppose the decision because they 
feel that the bike traffic will not mix 
well with pedestrians, children and 
other park users. The Friends favor 
the creation of a dedicated bicycle 
lane across Chambers Street as an 
alternative to taking away pedestri-
an space in the park.

“In New York, bicyclists are aggressive, 
and some will use this as a highway,” 
Friends of City Hall Park President 
Skip Blumberg was quoted as saying 
in a New York Times article on the con-
flict. Predicting a mutual antipathy to 
sharing, he added, “New York pedes-
trians are also aggressive.” 

Victory in Asylum Case (cont’d)

that she could seek out the protection of the 
Guinean government or non-governmental 
organizations. The record contradicted all 
of the government’s assertions. Immigration 
Judge Barbara Nelson granted Adama asylum, 
delivering a highly detailed 26-page decision 
noting that, based on the extensive documen-
tary and testimonial evidence on the record, 
“there is clearly a high probability that Respon-
dent will face future persecution in Guinea 
through a forced circumcision.”

Vilia Hayes, Sarah Cave, Ken Chen, Andrew 
Lupin, and Jenny Stapleton represented 
Adama Bah, with the assistance of Lisa Cahill, 
Peter Sullivan, and Marc Weinstein. 

Vilia Hayes Sarah Cave Ken Chen Andrew Lupin

Jenny Stapleton Lisa Cahill  Peter Sullivan Marc Weinstein
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Staten Island Botanical Garden (the “Garden”) 
approached Lawyers Alliance in October 2005 when it 
needed assistance in negotiating a merger agreement  
with the Snug Harbor Cultural 
Center and securing the necessary 
governmental approvals. Carolyn 
Levine along with Thomas Schueller, 
Remi Silverman, and Arinze Ike 
represented the Garden in this matter.

The public Garden is located on land 
owned by the New York City Parks 
Department. The Garden shared its 
space with Snug Harbor as well as 
responsibility for maintaining the 
groups. The organizations offered 
joint programs to the public. As 
both organizations shared park land, 
served a similar clientele, and offered 

complementary programming, the board of directors 
of the Garden and of Snug Harbor decided to merge 
the two organizations to enhance the corporate identity 

of each organization and achieve 
economies of scale. 

The regulatory approval process was 
time-consuming, but happily, the State 
Department of Education Museum 
chartering division granted the merger 
final approval in June 2008. Levine 
and her colleagues were instrumental 
in drafting the merger documents and 
corporate policies, helping to expand 
the programs. As a result, in addition 
to the programmatic improvements, 
the merger resulted in a stronger 
board-governance model. 

The firm continues to represent the Local Development 
Corporation of the West Bronx (the “LDCWB”) in its 
efforts to revitalize the West Bronx. The LDCWB aims 
to spearhead and coordinate the development of indus-
trial, commercial, and residential projects in an effort 
to stabilize and improve the West Bronx and to attract 
private investment to the area. Among its many planned 
activities, the LDCWB anticipates organizing and host-
ing training sessions and workshops for 
West Bronx business owners, residents, 
and students; instituting and maintaining 
beautification and sustainability programs 
to service the West Bronx; and engaging 
in outreach to local businesses, residents, 
and students regarding economic and 
environmental issues. In addition to help-

ing form the LDCWB under New York’s not-for-profit 
corporation law, the firm assisted the LDCWB in apply-
ing for exemption from taxes and continues to advise 
the LDCWB with regard to matters of corporate gover-
nance and relationships with government authorities 
and potential project partners. Attorneys working on this 
matter include Remi Silverman, Michael Traube, and 
Jacob Jenkelowitz, supervised by Chuck Samuelson. 

Local Development Corporation of the West Bronx

Remi Silverman Michael Traube Jacob Jenkelowitz Chuck Samuelson

The Staten Island Botanical Garden

Carolyn Levine Thomas Schueller Remi Silverman Arinze Ike
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Hughes Hubbard Represents Singer/Songwriters

Hughes Hubbard also has commit-
ted substantial time to up-and-com-
ing singer/songwriters in an effort 
to assist them with achieving their 
dreams of breaking into the music 
industry. Pro bono client Rachael Bell, 
a London-based R&B musician, was 
among six winners in a songwriting 
contest last year. It was Bell’s song 
“It’s About Time” that earned her a 
winning spot in Songwriter’s Pitch-A-
Thon of New York (“SPONY”), spon-
sored by BMI and ASCAP and held 
July 12, 2007, at BMI in New York. 
The panel of judges included Garry 
Velletri, SVP of Bug music; David 
Hoffman, A&R Manager at Shapiro, 
Bernstein and Co.; and David Weiss, 
an independent music supervisor. 
Bell entered SPONY after paralegal 
Elena Mandel found the contest by 
searching online.

Robb Patryk, who along with 
Natasha Reed represents other 
musicians on a pro bono basis, discov-
ered Rachael Bell through MySpace.
com, the social networking site that 
has become an increasingly impor-
tant way for independent musicians 
to promote their work. Bell, who has 
a soulful style reminiscent of Sade, 
was once a Sony recording artist 
but left the label after the company 
merged with BMG. 

Last December, after an introduc-
tion by HHR, Bell was featured as 
a “Spotlight Artist” on SoulTracks.

com, a top soul music website. Visi-
tors to the site found a photo of Bell 
and her biography alongside major-
label names such as Patti LaBelle 
and The Temptations.

“Doctor” Bob Lee of WBLS Radio 
invited Bell to perform at two charity 
functions, as well as to appear on 
Lee’s TV program “Open,” which 
aired last November 5, and “On the 

Hughes Hubbard represented web-
based, ad-supported music service 
SpiralFrog in an agreement with 
the non-profit Keep a Child Alive to 
be the exclusive download partner 
for a documentary about Grammy-
winner Alicia Keys’ month-long trip 
to Africa. Keep a Child Alive, which 
Keys co-founded, is the non-profit 
organization dedicated to keeping 
children and their families affected 
by HIV and AIDS alive in Africa. 
The documentary, “Alicia in Africa: 
Journey to the Motherland,” chroni-
cles Alicia Keys’ visit to communities 
affected by HIV and AIDS and will 
be available for download exclusive-
ly at SpiralFrog.

The exclusive availability of “Alicia 
in Africa” on SpiralFrog included 
promotion on American Idol on 
April 9, advance screenings of the 
documentary on college campuses, 
and an email marketing campaign 
that will reach over 20 million 
people. Additionally, Alicia Keys has 
also embarked on her U.S. tour in 
more than 30 cities to let people 
know where to find the film and 
how they can help.

Headquartered in New York, 
SpiralFrog offers free and legal 
downloads of audio and video 
content licensed directly from the  

catalogs of the world’s leading music 
owners. Its catalogue of more than 
1.5 million songs draws 2.6 million 
unique visitors a month and over 
900,000 registered users.

Harry Packman and Matt Syrkin rep-
resented SpiralFrog in the deal. 

Harry Packman Matt Syrkin

SpiralFrog Partners with Alicia Keys

Robb Patryk Natasha Reed

Rachael Bell
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New York Circuit” which aired on 
December 16th. Meanwhile, her song 
“It’s About Time” was included in the 
rotation at 4DaSoul.com, another 
leading soul music website, and on 
WHCR FM, “The Voice of Harlem.” 
Her performances have also been 
earning warm reviews, including from 
Time Out New York, which praised her 
“smooth soul edge.”

Earlier this year, “It’s About Time” 
was licensed by Dome Records in 
the UK for inclusion in their upcom-
ing compilation CD “Soul Lounge 
5.” Hughes Hubbard negotiated 
the license after Robb Patryk intro-
duced Dome to Bell.

Patryk and Reed also assisted 
Autumn Rowe, a New York singer/

songwriter. Rowe won a SPONY con-
test last fall with her composition 
“Backseat.”

Rowe was also the subject of an epi-
sode of “Living Proof,” a half-hour 
urban music show on ITVI.com and 
ColoursTV.com. The episode tells 
Rowe’s compelling story, from her 

homeless childhood in the Bronx 
to her fledgling recording career. 
The show followed her to Hughes  
Hubbard where she met with Robb 
Patryk and Natasha Reed.

You can hear Rowe on the track 
“Candy Paint,” off Bone Thugs-N-
Harmony’s latest album “Strength 
and Harmony.”

To listen to “It’s About Time,” please 
go to the below address:
http://portal/News/Docu-
ment%20Library/Rachael_Bell_
Track-1.wma

To view “Living Proof,” please go to:
http://portal/News/
Document%20Library/
Autumn%20short%20256.wmv 

Hughes Hubbard Represents Singer/Songwriters (cont’d)

Autumn Rowe

As pro bono client Museum of Chinese 
in America (“MOCA”) positions 
itself to become the nation’s 
premier Chinese American cultural 
foundation — set to move next year 
to a new building in lower Manhattan 
designed by architect Maya Lin 
— the firm has been providing 
counsel in general corporate, board 
governance, intellectual property, 
and real estate matters.

A full-time, professionally staffed 
museum “dedicated to reclaiming, 
preserving and presenting the 
history and culture of Chinese 
people in the United States,” 
MOCA was founded in the early 
1980s as the New York Chinatown 

History Project by Charles Lai 
and Jack (John Kuo Wei) Tchen. 
Fresh from college graduation, the 
young men wanted to document 
the experiences of first-generation 
Chinese Americans — a history they 
believed would otherwise be lost 
along with these early immigrants. 
To collect the mostly oral material, 
they hosted radio call-in shows, 
recorded informal talks, and held 
school reunions in former Public 
School 23 on Mulberry Street — 
MOCA’s current location — where 
alumni returned to greet one 
another and share their stories with 
Lai and Tchen. 

Today, 60 percent of groups visiting 
the museum come from public 
schools, the majority of which serve 
low-income communities, seeking 
to complement their curricula in 
Asian-American history. However, in 
the past, due to space restrictions, 
MOCA had been forced to turn away 
many school groups. The 14,000-
square-foot Lin-designed building, 
located at Centre and Grand Streets 
and slated to open in December 
2008, is intended to address this 
issue, providing a home six times 
larger than its current location.

Still, even in its cramped, difficult-
to-find location, MOCA attracted 
over a hundred thousand local, 

MOCA
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national, and international visitors 
each year with weekly walking tours 
of Chinatown and exhibitions such 
as “Where is Home? Chinese in the 
Americas,” displaying the museum’s 
growing collection of artifacts and 
personal testimony 
documenting the 
Chinese Diaspora 
in the Western 
Hemisphere, and 
“Ground One: 
Voices from Post-
9/11 Chinatown.” 
MOCA’s new space 
will feature a core 
interactive exhibit 
entitled “The 
Chinese American 
Experience,” the 
focal point of the 
“new MOCA experience.”

The firm’s work for MOCA includes 
the drafting and negotiating of art-
ist, loan, donor, exhibition, and 

curatorial agreements and register-
ing MOCA’s trademark to sufficient-
ly protect the museum’s intellectual 
property. The firm’s corporate and 
board-governance work consists 
of negotiating lender agreements, 

reviewing MOCA’s 
bylaws, and educat-
ing the Board on 
conflict of inter-
est concerns and 
its responsibility to 
the Museum. Addi-
tionally, the real 
estate work includes 
the review of the 
building lease and 
construction man-
agement and con-
tractor agreements.

Carolyn Levine, Tom Schueller, 
Tom Furst, Maggie Hoag, Minnie 
Bellomo, Uneku Idachaba, Casey 
Hail, and Andrea Engels represent 
MOCA. 

Carolyn Levine Tom Schueller

Tom Furst Maggie Hoag

Hagit Elul obtained a victory before 
an Administrative Law Judge on 
behalf of pro bono client Amy Davis 
and her triplet sons who had applied 
for Social Security benefits based on 
the earnings of their father.

The Davis triplets’ father, Cap-
tain Jeffrey Davis, died suddenly in 
2001 while serving in the United 
States Army. Shortly after Captain 

Davis’ death, 
his sons, Jeffrey 
Jr., Nathan, and 
Samuel, were 
conceived by his 
widow, Amy, with 
the use of repro-

ductive technologies. The Adminis-
trative Law Judge rejected the Social 
Security Administration’s view that 
the Davis triplets did not qualify for 

benefits because they were posthu-
mously conceived. As a result of this 
ruling, the Davis triplets will receive 
more than $400,000 in benefits over 
the course of their childhood.

This is the third case in which the 
firm successfully fought for Social 
Security benefits for posthumously-
conceived children. 

Posthumous Benefits

MOCA (cont’d)

Minnie Bellomo Uneku Idachaba

Casey Hail Andrea Engels

Hagit Elul
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Summer associates Valerie Clark and Kari Hirsch, under 
the supervision of Jeremy Turk, secured a permanent 
child support award for a pro bono client in Bronx Family 
Court. The client’s husband left her with sole custody 
of two children and is currently unemployed due to his 
enrollment in medical school. The court issued a tem-
porary order in March 2008, which indicated a signifi-

cantly lower award since the father would not be earning 
any income once he started medical school. In response, 
Hirsch and Clarke negotiated a court-enforced settle-
ment with the father. The settlement compels weekly 
payments of $100 and is open to reconsideration if the 
father’s financial situation changes.

Summer associates Seth Schulman-Marcus and Jean 
Clemente, supervised by Stephan Hornung and Amina 
Hassan, secured a one-year order of protection for a cli-
ent in Manhattan Family Court. The client and her two 
children were living in a domestic violence shelter after 
leaving her husband because she had been domesti-
cally abused. Hughes Hubbard served the client’s hus-
band with a petition alleging various family offenses and 
requesting an order of protection. At the court hear-
ing, the client’s husband agreed to cease any physical 
or verbal communication with the client for a one-year 
period. Summer associates Tony Bates and Lucas Wat-

kins helped file a VAWA self-petition for residency for 
the same client. 

Eleni Theodosiou 
and Shashi Reddy, 
under the super-
vision of Gabri-
elle Genauer and 
Elaine Ho, worked 
on an InMotion 
custody case. Their 
client sought cus-
tody of her six-
year-old son from 
her abusive hus-
band. A Temporary 
Order of Visitation 
was secured from the Bronx Family Court, though the 
respondent has failed to follow the court-mandated visita-
tion schedule. The client was awarded full custody of their 
son and divorce proceedings are due to begin soon.

Shashi Reddy also worked with the Courtroom Advocacy 
Project. Along with a summer associate at another law 

firm and under the supervision of 
Scarlett Cheng from Sanctuary for 
Families, Ms. Reddy secured represen-
tation and resources for a domestic 
violence victim and her two daughters. 
A Temporary Order of Protection was 
issued by the Queens Family Court.

Rebecca Blank and Emily Bloomenthal won a victory for 
a pro bono client before Administrative Law Judge Olarsch 
at the Social Security Administration’s Office of Disabil-
ity Adjudication and Review. The client is a Puerto Rican 
woman who suffers from a long history of mental illness 
that has rendered her unable to work for years. Her 
initial claim for benefits was denied by the Social Secu-
rity Administration due to a lack of medical evidence. 
With the assistance of the Bronx office of the Legal Aid 
Society, the client appealed the decision. Ms. Blank and 
Ms. Bloomenthal gathered evidence demonstrating the 
severity of the mental condition and her inability to work. 
Upon reviewing this information at the appeals hearing, 
ALJ Olarsh issued a fully favorable decision, granting her 
SSI benefits from the date of application as well as future 

Summer Associates

Valerie Clark Kari Hirsch Jeremy Turk

Seth Schulman-Marcus Jean Clemente Stephan Hornung

Amina Hassan Tony Bates Lucas Watkins

Eleni Theodosiou Shashi Reddy

Gabrielle Genauer Elaine Ho

Shashi Reddy
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monthly benefits. Summer Associates Rebecca Blank 
and Emily Bloomenthal represented the client under 
the supervision of Legal Aid attorney Belkys Garcia, as 
well as Hughes Hubbard associates Jessica Feldman, Kate 
Vogel, Ben Galynker, and Jenny Stapleton.

Summer associate Rebecca Blank 
also spent half of her summer work-
ing on an international human rights 
and reproductive rights project in 
Thailand through the Schell Fel-
lowship. Ms. Blank investigated the 
status of reproductive healthcare in 

Burma (Myanmar) for a joint project with Law Students 
for Reproductive Justice (“LSRJ”), and the Global Jus-
tice Center (“GJC”). [LSRJ website: http://lsrj.org/] 
[Global Justice Center website: http://www.globaljus-
ticecenter.net/]. Burma has been ruled by one of the 
world’s most brutal and isolated military regimes since 
1965, and most of the country is closed to outsiders. 
Further restrictions after Cyclone Nargis, coupled with 
the politically sensitive subject matter, made it unrealis-
tic to investigate within Burma. As such, Ms. Blank con-
ducted interviews with Burmese refugees living near the 
Thai-Burmese border in Mae Sot and Chiang Mai, Thai-
land. Using this data, her report will link Burma’s high 
maternal mortality rates to the government’s failure to 
provide family planning methods. She will also argue 
that the Union of Myanmar has violated various interna-
tional human rights laws, including The Convention on 
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against 
Women (“CEDAW”).

Former Hughes Hubbard managing 
partner Orville H. Schell, Jr. devoted 
his life to linking the legal profession 
to a struggle for the “greater good.” 
From his retirement from the active 
practice of law until his death in 
1987, Schell served as vice chairman 
of Helsinki Watch and chairman of Americas Watch, two 
world-renowned organizations devoted to reporting, 
condemning, and curbing crimes against humanity. His 
legacy continues through the Orville H. Schell, Jr. Cen-
ter for International Human Rights at Yale Law School, 
established by the firm and the Merck family in Orv’s 
honor in 1989. A place where lawyers convene to discuss 
international human rights issues and examine options 
to effect change, the Schell Center also sponsors work-
shops and programs allowing students to apply the Cen-
ter’s goals in locales around the world. In conjunction 
with the Schell Center, Hughes Hubbard offers fellow-
ships whereby Yale Law students spend half their sum-
mers as associates at the firm and the other half working 
on international human rights projects.

Summer associates Jillian Button and Amy Cocuzza, 
with supervision by Christine Fitzgerald, Lindsay Pruitt 
and Hannah Taylor, represented a client pro bono in the 
Brooklyn Integrated Domestic Violence (“IDV”) court 
and Brooklyn Family Court. The IDV case involved pro-
ceedings for an Order of Protection, visitation, and cus-
tody. The Family Court case involved proceedings for 
an Order of Filiation and child support. The client is a 
single mother whose longtime boyfriend began losing 
control of his temper with increasing frequency after the 

Orville H. Schell, Jr.

Summer Associates (cont’d)
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birth of their infant daughter in 2007. She initiated legal 
proceedings after he was arrested for breaking down the 
door of her apartment and threatening her. The case 
was moved from the Brooklyn Family Court to the IDV 
part in the Supreme Court because there were criminal 
and family proceedings involving the same parties. Ms. 
Button and Ms. Cocuzza helped their client to secure 
an Order of Filiation and child support payments of 
$860 per month. They secured a court order allowing 
the opposing party limited two-hour visits with the baby. 
Proceedings for custody and the final Order of Protec-
tion in the family case are currently adjourned, pending 
a possible settlement that will award their client sole cus-
tody. The client also received a two-year Order of Protec-
tion in the disposition of the criminal case.

Hughes Hubbard also hosted a clinic for Volunteer 
Lawyers for the Arts, an organization providing pro bono 
legal services to the arts community. Eight clients came 
to Hughes Hubbard, and each client met with a team of 
attorneys, including Summer Associates, to discuss his or 
her legal issues, including review of contracts relating to 
film and graphic design, as well as copyright questions, 
attribution rights, and a contract dispute. Participating 
Summer Associates were Jean Clemente, Parker Hutchin-
son, and Amanda Mayer, along with associates Megan 
Canter, Andrea Engels, Casey Hail, Maggie Hoag, Rus-
sell Jacobs, Francesca Lisk, Betsy Pierce, Lindsay Pruitt, 
Robert Sampson, and Deya Warren. 

Jean Clemente Parker Hutchinson Amanda Mayer Megan Canter Andrea Engels
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Hughes Hubbard obtained a settle-
ment of more than $100,000 for 
pro bono clients in a landlord-tenant 
dispute. The deal came after pro-
tracted negotiations that followed 
months of motion practice, discov-
ery, a deposition, and an ultimately 
withdrawn appeal.

The firm represented Monika and 
Johann Lindsey, low-income, life-
long tenants of an Upper West Side 
apartment, in the holdover proceed-
ing Kokot v. Lindsey as co-counsel to 
Housing Conservation Coordinators 
(“HCC”). HCC is a not-for-profit 
organization dedicated to preserv-
ing affordable housing in Manhat-
tan. The landlord sued the Lindseys 
to recover possession of a rent-sta-
bilized apartment for his personal 
use. Personal use is one of the few 
grounds under the Rent Stabiliza-
tion Code where a landlord is not 

obligated to offer tenants a renewal 
of the lease.

Throughout the case, HHR relied 
on a little-known precedent to argue 
that there was a failure of notice 
with regard to Johann Lindsey that 
rendered the proceedings fatally 
defective ab initio. Similarly, HHR 
made the argument that the senior-
citizen provision, whereby a land-
lord cannot evict a 
rent-stabilized ten-
ant who is 62 years 
or older unless he 
offers a comparable 
housing alternative, 
would also apply if 
Monika Lindsey turned 62 while the 
case was pending, which was a likely 
prospect in view of the interlocutory 
appeal recently filed in connection 
with the failure of notice defense.

By virtue of these legal arguments, 
HHR increased the Lindseys’ nego-
tiating leverage, which was clearly 
reflected in the final outcome of 
the case. While similarly situated 
tenants obtained settlements of 
$50,000 and $60,000, respectively, 
the Lindseys obtained a settlement 
payment of more than $100,000 
(the exact amount being dependant 
upon their actual vacate date).

Ana Velez and Gustavo Laborde, 
supervised by Julius Rabinowitz, 
represented the Lindseys from the 
case’s inception in 2006. 

Kokot v. Lindsey

New York City settled with a Hughes 
Hubbard pro bono client who had 
been evicted from her home after 
the Housing Authority terminated 
her participation in its subsidized 
housing program because her land-
lord had not kept her Bronx apart-
ment up to code.

Client Rosemarie Perez-Carle and her 
five young children had been tenants 
in their building since 2002, their rent 
subsidized by the Housing Choice 
Voucher Section 8 program adminis-
tered by the New York City Housing 
Authority (“NYCHA”). When her 
landlord failed a May 2005 inspec-
tion for failing to correct violations of 
the program’s Housing Quality Stan-
dards, NYCHA decided to terminate 

her participation in the programs, 
and in September 2006, Perez-Carle 
and her children were evicted. The 
single mother, who suffers from men-
tal illness, and her children, who have 
asthma, were forced to live in a Man-
hattan homeless shelter.

When the Legal Aid Society referred 
Perez-Carle to Hughes Hubbard in 
May of 2007, the firm sought a rever-
sal of the decision in New York State 
Supreme Court, arguing NYCHA 
never informed Perez-Carle of its 
decision as is required by law, which 
would have provided her a chance 
to seek different housing. The suit 
also argued that NYCHA had failed 
to block the eviction, despite the 
fact that landlords cannot evict ten-

ants for a suspension of Section 8 
payments due to uncorrected viola-
tions under the program’s Housing 
Quality Standards.

NYCHA offered to settle with Perez-
Carle, agreeing with Hughes Hub-
bard that she is eligible for Section 8 
housing. The firm helped to arrange 
a meeting for Perez-Carle with 
NYCHA and succeeded in having 
her Section 8 voucher reinstated.

Kelli Lane represented Perez-Carle, 
with supervision by Lisa Cahill. 

Kelli Lane Lisa Cahill

Section 8 Housing

Ana Velez Gustavo Laborde Julius Rabinowitz
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Hughes Hubbard & Reed helped to 
secure a victory on behalf of a pro 
bono client in a landlord-tenant dis-
pute in the District of Columbia.

The client, who has lived in his 
apartment for over 10 years, chal-
lenged an attempted rent increase 
by the new landlord of his apart-
ment building. In early July, the cli-
ent filed a pro se tenant petition with 
the D.C. Department of Housing 
and Community Development dis-
puting the amount of the increase.

Following the tenant petition, the 
landlord instituted a civil action 
against the client in D.C. Superior 
Court for nonpayment of rent. 

Hughes Hubbard was engaged in 
late July, and immediately sought 
to have the civil matter stayed pend-
ing the outcome of the client’s ten-
ant petition. The firm also filed an 
amended tenant petition on behalf 
of the client asserting additional 
grounds for why the rent increase 
was improper.

The firm represented the client 
at a mediation in connection with 
the tenant petition 
hearing, following 
which the mediator 
informed the land-
lord that the firm’s 
documents were 
“compelling.” After 

further negotiations, including the 
establishment of a timeline for fix-
ing necessary repairs, the landlord 
agreed to a rent freeze and a limita-
tion on future rent increases.

The Hughes Hubbard team includ-
ed Bryan Sillaman, summer associ-
ate Kyden Creekpaum, and para-
legal Zachary Przystup, under the 
supervision of Rob Reznick. 

The firm secured the dismissal of an 
eviction action against client Belin-
da Winters, a Washington, D.C., 
mother of five referred to the firm 
by the D.C. Bar Association Pro Bono 
Law Clinic.

Winters’ landlord began the action 
in June 2007 after Winters’ son was 
arrested on drug charges outside 
their home and following pressure 
from the U.S. Attorney to enforce 
the “zero tolerance” for the drugs 
provision of the federal program 
that provides housing subsidies for 
low-income tenants like Winters.

Hughes Hubbard took the case 
in August, filing an answer, jury 

demand, and discovery request with 
the D.C. Superior Court. A parallel 
action had resulted in an informal 
decision terminating Winters’ subsi-
dy, and the firm also took on her rep-
resentation in seeking to have that 
decision overturned. The firm filed 
a letter-brief with the D.C. Housing 
Authority, making arguments that, 
in part, had been suggested but not 
formally adopted in the case law.

S i m u l t a n e -
ously, the firm 
a p p r o a c h e d 
W i n t e r s ’ 
landlord and 
assisted her in 
responding to 

the pressure that the U.S. Attorney 
had put on her to pursue the evic-
tion of Winters. This strategy was 
successful — the firm secured a stip-
ulated dismissal of the eviction at a 
court-mandated mediation. Under 
the settlement agreement, Winters 
and her family were able to remain 
in her apartment and had 120 days 
to move out — as opposed to the 
standard 30 days — if another drug 
arrest had occurred at her home.

Hana Carney repre-
sented Winters, with 
supervision from Rob 
Reznick. 

Bryan Sillaman Kyden Creekpaum Rob Reznick

Belinda Winters

Hana Carney Rob Reznick

Hughes Hubbard Wins Landlord – Tenant Dispute
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The firm obtained a victory in Bronx Family Court on 
behalf of pro bono client Jane Doe.

Doe began a family-offense action against her husband 
in March 2007 after a history of domestic violence. Upon 
referral by InMotion, Hughes Hubbard took the case in 
May 2007 and after difficult negotiations secured tem-
porary custody and a visitation arrangement for Doe’s 
12-year-old son, along with a court-ordered extension of 
a temporary order of protection.

Through the summer and fall of 2007, Hughes 
Hubbard litigated violations of the order of pro-
tection, ultimately leading to an arrest of Doe’s 
husband and involvement of the Bronx District 
Attorney’s office.

After months of preparation for a hearing on 
protection and custody, Hughes Hubbard law-
yers reached a settlement just before trial was to 
begin. As a result of settlement negotiations, the 

firm secured a stipulated two-year permanent order of 
protection and sole custody for Doe of her son.

Doe was principally represented by Christina Migally. 
She was supervised by Chris Kiplok and Jessica Feldman, 
with advice from David Liston on criminal issues. Other 
members of the Hughes Hubbard team representing 
Doe included Joe LoPiccolo, Liz Simson, and summer 
associates Brett Collings and Adam Schumacher. 

Victory in Bronx Family Court

On January 15, 2008, 10-year-old 
I’mecca Pearson of Brooklyn, NY, was 
handcuffed and restrained by a police 
officer while on a school bus. After 
the police officer told a group of chil-
dren to take their seats on the bus, he 
approached Miss Pearson, told her 
she wasn’t moving fast enough, and 
threatened her with arrest. He then 
put his knee on the back of the child, 

grabbed her arms, and applied metal handcuffs.

I’mecca and her mother, Taneisha Pearson, have filed 
a civil rights action in the Eastern District of New York 
against the City of New York, the New York City Board of 
Education, and the New York City Police Department, 
seeking $1 million in damages and written guidelines 

for police officers on handcuffing children. The lawsuit 
alleges that Miss Pearson was verbally, physically, and 
mentally and emotionally abused by two police officers, 
without just cause or provocation, with excessive force, 
and in a manner wholly inappropriate for the treatment 
of a minor child. Such actions by the police officers 
deprived the Plaintiff of her constitutional and common 
law rights and privileges.

Cecily Williams 
and Vilia Hayes 
represent the cli-
ent, along with 
Norman Siegel, a 
former director of 
the New York Civil 
Liberties Union. 
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The firm settled a custody battle for 
a pro bono client, a low-income Wash-
ington, D.C., resident seeking joint 
custody of his daughter.

The firm took over the case when 
the father’s former lawyer changed 
firms and her new firm would not 
let her keep the case. A pendente lite 
order granting visitation rights had 
been entered, but the father had 
not been able to have the access to 
his daughter to which he was enti-
tled, and he sought an expansion of 
his visitation rights.

Bryan Sillaman met with the father 
after the firm accepted the case and 
represented him in a hearing in the 
Family Division. At Judge Michael 
Ryan’s suggestion, he brokered an 
agreement between the father and 
the mother, who was not represent-
ed by counsel, achieving the shared 
custody the father wanted. Sillaman 
also facilitated a discussion between 
the parents that resolved a number 
of pending disagreements between 
them. Judge Ryan thanked the firm 
for accepting the referral and compli-
mented Mr. Sillaman on his service.

Rob Reznick served as Bryan’s 
supervisor and appeared at the 
hearing to move Bryan’s admission 
pro hac vice. 

Custody Victory

Bryan Sillaman Rob Reznick

HHR is a strong supporter of GEMS 
(Girls Educational and Mentoring 
Services), a NYC not-for-profit that 
serves girls and young women in 
NYC who are the victims of sexual 
exploitation, and helps them get 
free of their pimps and return to 
school or work. We recently hosted 
the graduation ceremony for girls in 
the GEMS leadership program, as 
well as training sessions for incoming 
GEMS staff and volunteers. HHR 
attorneys have assisted GEMS in 
striving for the passage by the New 
York State Legislature of the Safe 
Harbor Act. That Act extends to 
sexually exploited children born in 
this country the same protections 
and services that are routinely 
granted to international victims 

under the federal Trafficking Victims 
Protection Act. Previously, sexually 
exploited children under the age of 
16 who are arrested for prostitution 

are charged as criminals in the State 
of NY, rather than treated as victims. 
This, notwithstanding the fact that, 
by one federal estimate, the average 

age of a child first 
used as a prostitute 
is between 11 and 
14, and victims as 
young as 9 are not 
uncommon. 

HHR also offers 
assistance to GEMS 
girls in coaching 
them for interviews 
and readiness for 
reentry to school, as 
well as mentoring. 

GEMS
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Margarita Nunez

Hughes Hubbard & Reed associ-
ates have been assisting Margarita 
Nunez in her appeal for Social Secu-
rity Disability benefits. Ms. Nunez is 
a 59-year-old from the Dominican 
Republic whose only past employ-
ment has been working for family 
members; she suffers from several 
ailments, including lupus, depres-
sion, and osteopenia. Ms. Nunez 
first applied for SSD benefits in 2003 
but was denied on the grounds that 
she does not suffer from a severe 
impairment and is able to work.

The client appealed this decision 
to the Second Circuit Court of 
Appeals, at which time Vilia Hayes 
was assigned to the case. Associates 
Savvas Foukas and Andrea Engels 
worked with the client and her 
physicians to obtain new evidence 
related to the severity of her medical 
conditions. The Hughes Hubbard 
team also developed numerous legal 
arguments to persuade the Court to 
remand the case back to the Social 
Security Administration. After pre-
senting new evidence and arguments 

for reversal to the government dur-
ing a mediation session, the govern-
ment agreed to remand the case 
back to the SSA Commissioner.

Foukas and Engels continue to rep-
resent the client while the Commis-
sioner’s decision is pending. 

The Young Women’s Leadership 
Foundation (YWLF) is a non-profit 
organization that helps create sin-
gle-gender, inner-city public schools 
and college guidance programs. 
Hughes Hubbard & Reed has rep-
resented the YWLF on a number of 
contract matters.

In particular, the firm had been 
working with the YWLF related to 
a contract between the school and 
the New York City Department of 
Education that provides $400,000 

of funding, as well as drafting con-
tracts the organization will use with 
the subcontractors that provide the 
after-school programs supported by 
the primary contract.

Founded in 1996, the YWLF aims to 
offer college-prep education. The 

Foundation’s first school was the 
Young Women’s Leadership School 
of East Harlem in New York, which 
was recently featured in a New York 
Times Magazine article about single-
sex education. The YWLF also offers 
college guidance programs, with 
counselors to help students navigate 
the college application process.

Carolyn Levine and Amy Danner 
represented the Young Women’s 
Leadership Foundation. 
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In May 2008, Hughes Hubbard & Reed, LLP (“HHR”) 
partnered with the University of Detroit Mercy School of 
Law in a new pro bono project called Project Salute. Proj-
ect Salute is a unique service project to assist low-income 
veterans with their federal benefits claims. The project 
has been the subject of numerous newspaper articles 
and newscasts, including ABC’s Memorial Day edition of 
Good Morning, America. On May 28, over 30 HHR attor-
neys and summer associates attended a full-day train-
ing session provided by Detroit Mercy, covering, among 
other things, an overview of the Veterans Affairs (“VA”) 
system, the requirements of a VA disability compensation 
claim, how the VA rates disabilities, special challenges of 
post-traumatic stress disorder and mental health claims, 
and responding to the denial of a veteran’s claim. HHR 
is currently assisting eight veterans with matters such as 

requesting benefits for post-traumatic stress disorder and 
mental health injuries suffered while serving in the mili-
tary to increasing the rating of benefits received due to 
deteriorating physical disabilities that originated during 
military service. Although this project is still in the early 
stages, our attorneys and summer associates have already 
begun meeting with veterans, gathering proper medical 
forms and documentation, and interacting with the VA 
to ensure that each veteran’s case is progressing proper-
ly. Attorneys working on Project Salute include: George 
Tsougarakis, Bill Hennessey, Betsy Pierce, Maria Termini, 
Deya Warren, Julie Calidonio, Elaine Ho, and John Tur-
rettini, along with summer associates Parker Hutchin-
son, Morgan Stetcher, and Jesse Jensen, and paralegal 
Michael Lignos. The Dean of the University of Detroit 
Mercy School of Law is HHR alum Mark Gordon. 

Project Salute
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